Bow River basin

What is the Bow River basin?
Ariver basin or watershed is high at its edge and low in
the centre where the river flows. The Bow River basin
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Riparian areas occur along streams
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In the city — stormwater
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Down the drain:

how bad stuf f can
Stormwater get into the river

There is a widespread myth that water
that goes down storm drains flows to
water treatment plants. This is not true.
Storm drains are only meant for rainwater
and snowmelt. Many street drains flow
through pipes straight to the river.

is not treated.

Native prairie grassland east of Brooks

Irrigation: waiteg the
prairie for food

Transforming the prairie: dry grasslands to watered
When European settlers first came to the prairie country of the Bow River basin, they found First
Nations peoples living in a vast grassland with few lakes and streams. Early in the last century,
irrigation districts were established to move Bow River water out onto the prairie. Through a
system of canals and storage reservoirs, water was supplied to farmers. Over time, communities
and industries also grew on the prairie, and the irrigation system supplied water for their needs.
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. How irrigation works
S Irrigation starts in May and continues until October.
g lrrigation water is diverted from the river into a
9 system of canals and reservoirs. These provide
‘g. important wetland habitat for waterfowl and fish.
£ Improved irrigation techniques have greatly reduced
= the water required to grow crops, allowing more crop
¢ production while using the same amount of water.

A hay harvest north of Brooks

Want to know more?

The Bow River Basin W aterscape poster is on the internet at
WWW .geoscape.nrcan.gc.ca _and www.brbc.ab.ca

The Bow River Basin Council website at  www.brbc.ab.ca has

links to government agencies, organizations, and corporat ions
with information on water issues in the Bow River basin.
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